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Abstract

The research project addressed the role of universities in the context
of a changing society. Specifically, it explores the processes through
which universities participate in the un- folding of the social,
economic and cultural life in an increasingly urban, creative and
entrepreneurial society. Tracing existing practices of university
development through ethnographic case studies, the project sought
to understand, systematize and reflect established and emerging
interspaces between university and society. Drawing on the concepts
of affective atmospheres the research seeks to understand how
creativity and reflexivity emerge from encounters on and off campus.
The project has published its findings in both the context of the
academic discourse and within the local practical context of the
University of Liechtenstein. It thus sought to inform the future
practices of universities in general and the University of
Liechtenstein, the Principality of Liechtenstein and its citizens in
particular.
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Current research on the relationship between university and (urban)
society has distinguished various ways in which universities
contribute to the economic and cultural life of contemporary
western societies. Apart from pointing out and quantifying the
universities’ rather obvious roles as places of education and
consumption, the project underlines how universities serve society
as places of encounter, critical reflection and creativity. In this sense
the project contributes to an understanding of Universities as “third
spaces”, “laboratories” and “heterotopias” and contributed to this
emerging and interdisciplinary stream of research that by developing
a decidedly processual and spatio-aesthetic perspective.
Following an ethnographic research approach informed by the
Science and Technology Studies (STS), the project examined
narratives, practices and spaces that participate in the generation of
encounters between universities and their environments. In form of
four case studies the project follows the everyday practices of
university life and traces how they intermingle with the in- and
outsides of university space. In particular, the research focused on
exploring new and experimental ways of creating encounters
between the university and its economic, cultural and societal
context.
The research project was closely related to and sought to inform the
current development of the University of Liechtenstein. By directing
the analytical focus towards other (peer) institutions and their
respective practices and spaces, the project sought to reflect on the
potential developments of the university and its effects on the
Principality of Liechtenstein. Apart from presenting and publishing
our research findings and methodological insights in the context of
international academic discourses, the project equally aimed at
continuously informing the process of the spatial development of the
University of Liechtenstein.
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