
 

 

Here is my report about the experience of interviewing the prince: 
 
One of the major reasons of why I choose Liechtenstein to visit is because of the economic views of the 
reigning prince of Liechtenstein, H.S.H. Prince Hans Adam II. I read his book, amongst other classics of 
Austrian School of Economics, such as Mises, Hayek, because I also believe in a world where the state is 
not the major player, ruling and controlling every aspect of human life and endeavors, but a world where 
the state is merely a last resource, whenever the private companies fail, are unable or not efficient at 
providing a service at a decent level. 
 
“Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country”. With this quote, J.F.K. 
labelled precisely the compass which was used to guide society in general for the past hundreds of years, 
or even more. The state comes first. But Hans Adam II ask us to switch the priorities dramatically, putting 
the individual first. The quote, in his view, should be “Ask not what you can do for your country, ask what 
your country can do for you”.  
 
Hans Adam II book, The State in the Third Millennium,  is a must read for those who believe that we 
should pursue a world where the state is not a demi-god who will create heaven on earth – an impossible 
task, nevertheless the politicians amid this idea – but rather, a state that impose the rule of law and a 
working society which creates opportunities for those who wants to contribute to it. 
 
With those ideas in mind, and after spending 6 months in Liechtenstein and observing the obvious success 
that those ideas can give to a country, I have one idea which at first seemed too much. “Why not 
interview the prince about those ideas? We need them desperately in my home country – Brazil. It can be 
very nice…”. Then this though grew stronger. But I didn’t knew where to start. How can I approach him? 
Should I knock in is Castle, explaining my history? Well, it is such a small country, after all…  
 
Then I remembered that on the introduction week we had a talk with Mr. Manuel Frick, from the Office 
for Foreign Affairs. In a very informative and easy going fashion, he explained to us fact about 
Liechtenstein in general, and also about its foreign policies. He also answered a couple questions, and Ms. 
Trudi Ackermann (if I am not mistaken) said something very interesting: “There are some advantages of 
living in such a small country, one of them being the fact that you can e-mail people directly – and usually 
they answer it”.  
 
After this talk, I spoke briefly with Mr. Manuel Frick about some questions I had, and then asked for his 
business card, which he promptly gave to me, with a broad smile. Then, the spark came: “I can mail Mr. 
Manuel Frick about this intention of interviewing the prince!”. And so I did. Within one day, he replied to 
me, and gave me the e-mail address of the Sekretariat of the Fürst. That was amazing! But is he going to 
accept it, I thought? Maybe is too much for a busy man to receive a random Brazilian to talk about his 
book. Well, there is a saying in Brazil that says: “you always have the ‘no’ if you do not try”. 
 
Then I wrote her about it. The interview could be conducted by email, I said, humbling waiting for a reply. 
To my amusement and surprise, I got the reply not too long late, saying that it was indeed possible to 
interview him – at the Vaduz Castle! My jaws dropped. She asked me my preferred time slot, and then we 
setup the meeting. 
 



 

Then I had to prepare the questions. I had the general idea of what I was going to ask him – right of self-
determination, competing laws, liberalization of economics, so on and so forth – but I had nothing 
concrete. So, I took my time to write ten questions with a satisfactory range of themes. That was also a 
delicate process. I thought over and over about the questions. 
 
The great day arrived, and then I proceeded to the Vaduz Castle, the same place I visited many times as a 
tourist or just taking a walk nearby. Except this time those gates would open for me. Indeed, it was 
amazing. I was welcomed by the security guard – who told me that I was very early for the appointment – 
and then by his secretary, Ms. Elisabeth van Eck, who told me to wait a bit for him. After a while, she told 
me that he was ready to meet him. I was very nervous, and I told her so, but she told me on a very gentle 
way that many people have said the same thing before to her. She advised me to be calm, because he was 
a very easy-going person. Nevertheless, I was still nervous, a strange feeling for me, which usually enjoy a 
very peaceful state-of-mind. 
 

 
 
So, I finally entered his room and meet him. My first impression was about his height – he is very tall! 
Probably around 2 meters. Then, we did a handshake and he invited me to sit. I was still nervous at that 
point. Anyway, I proceed to act natural. I introduced him and Liechtenstein – with a small hiccup, I 



 

confused km² with m² when I was giving the dimensions of the country. He corrected me. I got a little bit 
more nervous. Am I going to be able to do this in a good fashion? 
 
My cellphone recorded our conversation. In the end, after the 15 first minutes, I was very comfortable. 
Ms. van Eck was right. It was pleasant to hear his thoughts about the question, and he seemed very 
sincere – perhaps one quality that most politician around the globe lack. We spoke for about 2 hours, and 
our initial conversation drifted into an interesting class about rice. He even has business in Brazil! It was 
amazing to find it out. Then, after we finished, we meet with Ms. van Eck again, who asked if she was 
right. After I replied affirmatively, she answered me with the famous “I told you so”. She was indeed right 
– I had no reasons to be nervous. It was a pleasant experience, from the beginning to the end. I took the 
mandatory and obvious picture, then we said goodbye. Whoosh! 
 
Well, to sum it up… how can I sum it up? I interviewed the prince of Liechtenstein, and it was nothing 
short of amazing. Certainly, a lifetime experience. I hope that his ideas can reach many students in Brazil, 
and make them realize what we need to be a state of the third millennium. 
 
 
Bruno Saboia 


