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AVERS – a place of regeneration 
 

 
 
Energy 
As humans we wonder where energy comes from, the one that drives everything, the one 
that keeps everything alive and our own.  
 
Vacation happiness  
When we think of vacation, we think of extended breaks from work to regenerate ourselves 
physically and mentally from everyday life. We often do this with physical, or mental 
activities, be it through sports, or meditation. For this we like to seek out places of power, 
which inspire us, overwhelm us and thus take us in. We are looking for counterpoints and 
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moments of happiness for our productive, urban everyday life - as summit strikers or 
landscape dreamers.  
 
Country Love 
The complementary to the city is the countryside, not only as a landscape space, but also as 
a cultural space, based on a different self-image of the rural versus the urban population. 
From this and from the existential, formative landscape itself, independent building cultures 
also emerged. In order to find this originality, we go to one of the most primeval valleys of 
the Alpine region, the Avers. 
 
Tourism 
Tourism plays an important economic and cultural role in Graubünden. Especially remote 
Walser communities, such as Davos, Arosa, or Vals, among others, became world-famous 
health resorts. This is not true for the Avers, which for a long time was only connected to 
the outside world on the mountain side via mule tracks. Down the valley it remained 
completely isolated without a passable road until 1895. Only the development of 
hydroelectric power with the Lago di Lei reservoir in 1961 made the present road 
infrastructure possible.  
 
Retreat - Genius Loci 
Vacation hotels are a temporary home. We question the current tourism and look for 
valuable alternatives, which fill the rest and strength seeker with mental or physical energy. 
According to the chosen program we look for a suitable place in the valley and explore the 
Genius Loci, be it at the top end of the valley in absolute wilderness, or in the center of the 
valley in Cresta with the only valley church, slightly apart from the settlement. We discover 
the old mule trails, which go back to the Romans in 16 B.C. with the Septimer, or the close 
cultural interweaving in the Alpine region between the cultures and economies of the 
Walsers, the Romans and the Italians.  
 
Building culture - archaic and complex 
What looks like an Engadine stone house here is, on closer inspection, a Walser wooden 
house with a lime plastered facade. An altitude far above the tree line demanded 
sophisticated building constructions for year-round inhabited buildings, as protection 
against wind and weather. Since it is the Podestaten house, it was not inhabited by a 
Walser, but by a ruler from the neighboring Italian valley of Bregaglia.  
The mountain world is archaic, yet complex. It also serves us to question our architectural 
language and construction methods. We are looking for the correspondence of material and 
space within the mountain world for the search of meaning itself.  
 
We are building a hotel of a different kind 
 
Integrations:  
Landscape architecture, Peter Vogt 
Building construction, Robert Mair 
Building physics, Christoph Ospelt 
Virtual representation, Elias Walch  
Model making, Pascal Gnädinger 


